
St Thomas of Canterbury Church of England Infant School 
 
 

Curriculum Update 
 

Spring Term 1 – Y1FA and Y1S 
 
 
 

Dear Parents, 
 

This letter informs you about what your child will be learning at school in the first half of 
the Spring Term. We hope that you will be able to help your child explore and discuss these 
areas at home through some of the following ideas: 
 

 researching areas at the local library and helping your child develop their library 
skills 

 

 searching with them on the internet for child friendly material and relevant websites 
 

 watching relevant television programmes that may support their work, or visiting a 
museum 

 

 and, most importantly, talking to your child about what they have done at school! 
Listen to what they have learned and praise their achievements! 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Subject 
 

 

Our Learning 
 

 

Religious 
Education 

 
We will start the year by exploring Epiphany, through the visit of the 
Three Kings, and will find out more about the festival of Candlemas. 
We will learn about the meaning of the Parable of ‘The Lost Son’ and 
make links to God as a loving and forgiving father. We will also learn 
about some of the miracles that Jesus performed, such as Turning 
Water into Wine and Walking on Water. 
 

 

Personal, 
Social and 

Health 
Education 

(PSHE) 

 
This half term we will be exploring our own likes and dislikes. We will 
consider making choices and recognising that all our choices have 
consequences. We will identify different feelings, both good and bad, 
and think about how we can manage these feelings. Within this unit 
we will also think about the importance of personal hygiene. 

  

  
 

  



  
 

Topic 
 

 

Our Learning 
 

 

Bright Lights, 
Big City 

 

 
 

 
Science We will be learning to distinguish between what an object is 
and the material from which it is made. We will identify and name a 
variety of common materials, including wood, plastic, glass, metal, 
water and rock, and talk about their properties.  We will use this 
knowledge to compare and group everyday materials and to learn 
about which materials are magnetic or not. 
 
Computing We will learn what algorithms are and will practise writing 
our own. We will complete practical tasks where we give and follow 
instructions and we will also use computer programs such as Scratch. 
 
History We will learn about the events of the Great Fire of London. We 
will create timelines to show the events in order, and will think of the 
reasons that the fire spread so quickly. We will live stream with the 
Museum of London to watch a tour of their exhibition Fire! Fire! and 
will be able to ask the museum’s experts our questions.  
 
Geography We will look at maps of the UK and name the different 
countries and capital cities. We will then focus on London and learn 
about some of the famous landmarks. We will learn about compass 
points and directional language as we plot routes around the capital. 
 
Art and Design We will look at famous paintings of London and create 
our own artwork using different media. We will think carefully about 
shape and colour.  
 
Design and Technology We will explore different joining techniques 
while junk modelling. We will make models of Tudor houses to make 
a London street from the time of the Great Fire of London. 
 
Music We will continue with our weekly lessons using the exciting 
Charanga program, and will experience different styles of music, as 
well as continuing to develop our knowledge of beat, rhythm, 
dynamics and melody. 
 
Physical Education We will explore the events of the Great Fire of 
London through movement and dance. We will work independently, 
in pairs and in groups to create our own dances, moving in different 
ways in response to music. In games, we will learn basic bat and ball 
skills. This will include balancing, throwing and catching. We will learn 
to throw at a target with increasing accuracy and begin to use our bat 
and ball skills to compete in team games.  
 

 

 


